The Blessing of Animals

On the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi

On October 4, the Sunday nearest thereto or another appropriate day near the feast, the congregation may join in the blessing of pets and other animals. The blessing takes place wherever the animals can be gathered. Stories about Saint Francis (Francis and the wolf at Gubbio, for example) could precede the blessing.

Officiant.
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

People.
Amen.
Officiant.
Wonderful are all works of God.
People.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord, now and forever.  Amen.

Officiant. The animals of God’s creation inhabit the skies, the earth, and the sea.  They share in the life of man and reflect the glory of God. Blessed Francis of Assisi recognized this when he called the animals, wild and tame, his brothers and sisters.  Remembering Francis’ love for these brothers and sisters of ours, and the divine charge to our first parents to take dominion over all living things, we invoke God’s blessing on these animals, and we give him thanks for filling the earth with his creatures.

Hear now the word of God, written in the first chapter of the book of Genesis, beginning at the twentieth verse:

[Genesis 1:20-25]

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.  And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good.  And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.  And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.  And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

Officiant.
This is the Word of the Lord.

People.
Thanks be to God.

Officiant.
O God, who dost all things well, and who in thy goodness hast made us in thine image and given us dominion over the beasts of earth and sky and sea:.  Reach out with thy right hand and grant that these animals may serve our needs to thy glory and that thy bounty in the goods of this life may move us to seek more confidently the goal of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People.
Amen. 
The Blessing

Blessed art thou, O Lord God, king of the universe, who hast created all living things. By thine almighty Word, thou didst call into being the fish of the sea, the birds of the air and the beasts of the land. Thou didst inspire Saint Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. 
The following, or a similar form, is repeated for each animal. The Officiant may lay a hand on the animal or its container and may asperse the creature with blessed water:  

We beseech thee to bless this animal. By the power of thy love, enable it to live according to thy plan. 

The Blessing concludes

Lord God of our father, grant that we may praise thee and magnify thee for ever for all thy beauty in creation. Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, in all thy works! 

People.
Amen.

Officiant.
And now as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People.
Our Father, who art in heaven….  Amen.

Officiant.
May God, who created the animals of this earth for the revelation of his glory and as a help to us, continue to protect and sustain us with the grace his blessing brings, now and for ever. 

People.
Amen. 

The blessing may conclude with a hymn such as " Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow,” or “All Creatures of Our God and King.”

†     †     †

The celebration of Holy Communion (also called the Mass) follows in the Church.  You are most welcome to attend, and to join the other members of the congregation for refreshments in the church’s Family Room following the service.
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